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Welcome and Overview

We’re glad you’ve chosen to find out more about Abundant Life’s Ministries!  This session is the basic introduction to our church family.  Since we have members from many different nationalities, cultures, and church backgrounds, this session was designed to clearly explain who and what our church is.

Discovering Discipleship is a session that is taught by a minister on our Pastoral Team and other leaders on the staff of Abundant Life Apostolic Church in Oconomowoc, WI.
The Basis for this session

Ephesians 2:19 (TLB)  “You are a member of God’s very own family…and you belong in God’s household with every other Christian”.

Key Truths:

1.  The church is a ________________________________.

2. God expects you to be a ________________________________ of a church family.

3. A Christian without a church family is an ________________________________.

The Goal of this session

That I will commit myself to ____________________and to the Abundant Life _____________________.

What makes Abundant Life a family?

·  Our Strategy (how we fulfill our purpose)

· Our Statements (why we exist as a church)

· Our Salvation (what God has done for us)

· Our Structure (when and where we fulfill our purpose)

Discipleship 101 Outline
PRIVATE Our Strategy  (How we fulfill our purpose)
1
· ALC Has 4 Covenants

· The ALC Strategy
PRIVATE Our Statements  (Why we exist as a church)
2
· Our Purpose Statement

· Our Faith Statement

· Our Lifestyle Statement
 Our Salvation  (What God has done for us)
3
· What It Means To Be A Christian
· What Does God Want Me To Do To Be Saved?

· Baptism in Jesus Name

Our Structure  (When and where we fulfill our purpose)
4
· How Our Church Is Structured

· Our Affiliation

· What It Means To Be A Member
· The First Pentecostal Membership Covenant

· What Now?  Finding Your Ministry


The Abundant Life Strategy

How we fulfill our purpose
I Corinthians 9:19-23 (TLB)

19.  I have freely and happily become a servant of any and all so that I can win them to Christ.  

20.  When I am with the Jews I seem as one of them so that they will listen to the Gospel and I can win them to Christ.  When I am with Gentiles who follow Jewish customs and ceremonies, I don’t argue, even though I don’t agree, because I want to help them.

21.  When with the heathen, I agree with them as much as I can, except of course that I must always do what is right as a Christian.  And so, by agreeing, I can win their confidence and help them too.

22.  When I am with those whose consciences bother them easily, I don’t act as though I know it all and don’t say they are foolish;  the result is that they are willing to let me help them.  Yes, whatever a person is like, I try to find common ground with him so that he will let me tell him about Christ and let Christ save him.  

23.  I do this to get the Gospel to them and also for the blessing I myself receive when I see them come to Christ.  

The Four Abundant Life Covenants:

1.  The Membership Covenant is a commitment to ________________________________ and ________________________________.

Ephesians 2:19  “You are members of God’s very own family…and you belong in God’s household with every other Christian”.  (TLB)

Romans 12:4-5 “We are all parts of Christ’s Body, and it takes every one of us to make it complete, for we each have different work to do.  So we belong to each other and each needs all the others”.  (TLB)

2.  The Maturity Covenant is a commitment to ________________________________ the ________________________________ necessary for spiritual growth.

II Peter 3:18  “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”.  (KJV)

I Timothy 4:7-8  “Train yourself to be godly.  For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come”.

3.  The Ministry Covenant is a commitment to discovering and using my God-given gifts and abilities in ________________________________ God and others.

I Peter 4:10  “God has given each of you some special abilities;  be sure to use them to help each other”.  (TLB)

I Corinthians 12:5, 27  “There are different kinds of service to God…All of you together are the one body of Christ, and each one of you is a separate and necessary part of it”.  (TLB)

4.  The Missions Covenant is a commitment to ________________________________ the Good News with other.

Acts 1:8  “…and ye shall be witnesses unto me…unto the uttermost part of the earth”.  (KJV)

I Peter 3:15  “Quietly trust yourself to Christ your Lord, and if anybody asks why you believe as you do, be ready to tell him, and do it in a gentle and respectful way”.  (TLB)

Why do we have these Covenants?

    

We become what we are ________________________________.
The Abundant Life Strategy

(12 Principles That Make Our Church Unique)

Passionate about God………………………(Psalms 42:1)

Every member a minister……………..(Galatians 5:13)

Nobody is excluded…...……………………..…(2 Peter 3:9)

Teaching Biblical truth……………………(Proverbs 23:23)
Equipping the members………………….(2 Timothy 2:2)

Changing the world……………………….……(Revelation 11:15)

Outreach focused……………………………..…(Luke 14: 23)

Spiritual growth emphasis…………….(2 Peter 3:18)

Training leaders…………………………………….(Acts 6:3)

Anointed preaching and singing……….(Luke 4:18)

Life changing skills..............................(Philippians 3:21)

Balance in spirit and Truth………………………(John 4:24)

Our Purpose Statement

Why we exist as a church

The purpose of our church is summarized in one sentence that emphasizes five unique words.  The reason Abundant Life exists is:

To introduce people to God’s plan of Salvation, develop them through Spiritual Growth, provide opportunity for Service in God’s family and equip them for Soulwinning in order to saturate the earth with God’s glory.
At Abundant Life, we believe that our purpose statement and the essence of the church can be found in the Great Commandment and the Great Commission.

The Great Commandment:

Matthew 22:37-40  “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets”.  (KJV)

The Great Commission:

Matthew 28:19-20  “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you”.  (KJV)

· To “love God with all your heart” is WORSHIP
· To “love your neighbor as yourself” is MINISTRY
· To “go…make disciples” is EVANGELISM
· To  “baptize” is to INCORPORATE INTO FELLOWSHIP
· To “teach them…all things” is DISCIPLESHIP
SALVATION = FELLOWSHIP

SPIRITUAL GROWTH = DISCIPLESHIP

SERVICE = MINISTRY

SOULWINNING = EVANGELISM

SATURATE = WORSHIP
Abundant Life Exists:
1.  To​​​​____________________ God’s Presence. (Worship)

2.  To____________________ God’s Love. (Ministry)

3.  To____________________ God’s Word. (Evangelism)

4.  To____________________ God’s Family. (Fellowship)

5.  To____________________ God’s People. (Discipleship)

A.  PRIVATE We Exist To Celebrate God’s Presence (This is called Worship)
Matthew 4:10 - Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. (KJV)

John 4:23-24 - But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV)

Expressions of Worship

Singing - Ephesians 5:19 - Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; (KJV)

Commitment - Romans 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

Praying - Psalm 95:6 - O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker. (KJV)

Hearing the Word - John 17:17 - Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)

Giving - 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.  2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. (KJV)

Meditating - Psalm 63:6 - When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches. (KJV)
Lord’s Supper - 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 - For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:  24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.  25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.  26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. (KJV)

Baptism - Romans 6:3-4 - Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. (KJV)

Receiving the Holy Spirit - Acts 10:44-46 - While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.  45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. (KJV)

Abundant Life Church Worship Style
1.  ________________________________

Psalm 122:1  “I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD”.  (KJV)
2.  ________________________________

Isaiah 40:31  “But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength;  they shall mount up with wings as eagles;  they shall run, and not be weary;  and they shall walk, and not faint”.  (KJV)

3.  ________________________________

Ephesians 4:11-12  “And he gave some, apostles;  and some, prophets;  and some, evangelists;  and some, pastors and teachers;  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ;”  (KJV)

We exist to communicate God’s Word—This is called evangelism

Ephesians 3:10  “His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known…”  (NIV)

Romans 10:14  “But how shall they ask him to save them unless they believe in him?  And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him?  And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?  (TLB)

Why our church must never stop growing

1.  Because ________________________________________________________________.

II Peter 3:9  “the Lord is not slack concerning his promise; …but is longsuffering…not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance”.  (KJV)

Luke 15:4-10  “What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?  And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me;  for I have found my sheep which was lost.  I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.  Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose on piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it?  And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me;  for I have found the piece which I had lost.  Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth”.  (KJV)

Matthew 9:12-13  “But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, they that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.  But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice;  for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance”.  (KJV)

2.  Because ________________________________________________________________.

Luke 14:23  “And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled”.  (KJV)

Acts 1:8  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:  and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth”.  (KJV)

3.  Because ________________________________________________________________.

Colossians 2:19  “He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow”.  (NIV)

Matthew 16:18  “You are Peter, a stone;  and upon this rock I will build my church;  and all the powers of hell shall not prevail against it”.  (TLB)

Unbiblical excuses for not growing

· “God isn’t interested in numbers”

· “Our church wants quality, not quantity”

· “Large churches are impersonal”

We believe our church must grow _________________ and __________________at the same time.

Matthew 24:14  “And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, so that all nations will hear it, and then, finally, the end will come”.  (TLB)

We exist to educate God’s people—This is called discipleship
Hebrews 6:1  “Let us stop going over the same old ground…let us go on instead to other things and become mature in our understanding, as strong Christians ought to be”.  (TLB)

II Peter 3:18  “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”.  (NIV)
Ephesians 4:11-13  “It was he who gave some to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and…become mature”.  (NIV)

We exist to demonstrate God’s love—This is called ministry

John 13:35  “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another”.  (KJV)
I John 3:16-17  “We know what real love is from Christ’s example in dying for us.  And so we also ought to lay down our lives for our Christian brothers.  But if someone who is supposed to be a Christian has money enough to live well, and sees a brother in need, and won’t help him, how can god’s love be within him?  (TLB)

Matthew 25:34-40  “Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat:  I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink:  I was a stranger, and ye took me in:  Naked, and ye clothed me:  I was sick, and ye visited me:  I was in prison, and ye came unto me.  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee?  Or thirsty, and gave thee drink?  When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in?  Or naked, and clothed thee?  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these me brethren, ye have done it unto me”.  (KJV)

Hebrews 13:16  “Don’t forget to do good and to share what you have with those in need, for such sacrifices are very pleasing to him”.  (TLB)

Romans 12:13  “When God’s children are in need, you be the one to help them out.  And get into the habit of inviting guests home for dinner or, if they need lodging, for the night”.  (TLB)

The heartbeat of Abundant Life is our ________________________________.  Every member needs to be a part of one.

I Corinthians 12:4-5, 27  “Now God gives us many kinds of special abilities, but it is the same Holy Spirit who is the source of them all.  There are different kinds of service to God, but it is the same Lord we are serving.  All of you together are the one body of Christ, and each one of you is a separate and necessary part of it”.  (TLB)

At Abundant Life:

·  Every member is a ________________________________.

· Every task is ________________________________.

· Every member is a “10” in ________________________________.

Our Statement of Faith

What we believe

A.  In essential beliefs, we have ________________________________.

Ephesians 4:4-6  “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all”.  (KJV)

B.  In non-essential beliefs, we have ________________________________.

Romans 14:1,4,14,22  “Give a warm welcome to any brother who wants to join you, even though his faith is weak.  Don’t criticize him for having different ideas from yours about what is right and wrong.  They are God’s servants, not yours.  They are responsible to him, not to you.  Let him tell them whether they are right or wrong.  And God is able to make them do as they should.  As for myself, I am perfectly sure on the authority of the Lord Jesus  that there is nothing really wrong with eating meat that has been offered to idols.  But if someone believes it is wrong, then he shouldn’t do it because for him it is wrong.  You may know that there is nothing wrong with what you do, even from God’s point of view, but keep it to yourself;  don’t flaunt your faith in front of others who might be hurt by it”.  (TLB)

C.  In all our beliefs, we show ________________________________.

I Corinthians 13:2  “If I had the gift of prophecy and knew all about what is going to happen in the future…but didn’t love others, what good would it do?  Even if I…could speak to a mountain and make it move, I would still be worth nothing at all without love”.  (TLB)

The Essentials We Believe

The Bible

The Bible is the inspired Word of God to us.  It was written by human authors, under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is the supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living.  Because it is inspired by God, it is full and whole truth without any mixture of error.  Finally, there is no salvation outside of what is taught in its pages.  

(II Timothy 3:16;  II Peter 1:20-21;  II Timothy 1:13;  Psalm 119:105, 160, 12:6;  Proverbs 30:5)
God

There is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4).  He is the creator of heaven and earth, and of all living beings.  He has revealed Himself to humanity as the Father (Creator), and the Son (Saviour), and as the Holy Ghost (indwelling Spirit).

Father

God is a Spirit (John 4:24).  He is the Eternal One, the Creator of all things, and the Father of all humanity by creation.  He is the First and the Last, and beside Him there is no God (Isaiah 44:6).  There was no God formed before Him;  neither shall be there any after Him (Isaiah 43:10).

Son

Jesus is the Son of God according to the flesh (Romans 1:3), and the very God Himself according to the Spirit (Matthew 1:23).  Jesus is the Christ (Matthew 16:16), the creator of all things (Colossians 1:16-17), God with us (Matthew 1:23), God made flesh (John 1:1-14), God manifested in the flesh (I Timothy 3:16), He which was, which is, and which is to come (Revelation 1:8).  Jesus, in His humanity was man, and in His deity was and is God.  He is the only mediator between God and man (I Timothy 2:5).  Through His death and life, we have personal salvation and power for victorious living.  In His name is the power of salvation (Acts 4:12).
Holy Ghost - The Holy Ghost is not a third person in the Godhead, but rather the Spirit of God, (the Creator), the Spirit of the resurrected Christ.  The Holy Ghost comes to dwell in the hearts and lives of everyone who believes and obeys the gospel, as the comforter, Sustainer, and keeper, (John 14:16-26, Romans 8:9-11).

Sin - Sin is the transgression of the commandments of God, (I John 3:4).  The guilt of sin has fallen upon all humanity from Adam until now, (Romans 3:23).  The wages of sin is eternal death, (Romans 6:23, Revelation 20:14), to all those who refuse to accept salvation as set forth in the Scriptures.

Salvation - Salvation consists of deliverance from all sin and unrighteousness through the blood of Jesus Christ.  New Testament salvation consists of repentance from sin, water baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost, after which the Christian is to live a godly life, (Acts 2:36-41).

Water Baptism - Water baptism is an essential part of New Testament salvation and not merely a symbolic ritual, (John 3:5, Galatians 3:27).

Mode of Water Baptism 

Water baptism is to be administered by immersion.  Paul said, "We are buried with Christ by baptism, (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12).  Jesus came up "out of the water", (Mark 1:10), and Philip and the eunuch went down "into the water" and came up "out of the water", (Acts 8:38-39).  Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection are applied to our lives when we experience New Testament salvation: "Repent, (death to sin), and be baptized, (burial), every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, (resurrection)." (Acts 2:38, Romans 6:1-7, 8:2).  Sprinkling, pouring, or infant baptism cannot be substantiated by the Word of God, and are only human traditions.

Formula for Water Baptism  
The name in which baptism is administered is vitally important, and this name is Jesus.  Jesus' last command to His disciples was, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost", (Matthew 28:19).  He said name, (singular), not names.  As previously explained, Father, Son and Holy Ghost are not names of separate persons, but titles of positions or offices held by God.  Luke’s recording of the Great Commission further clarifies this when he wrote, “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name, (singular), among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. (KJV)

The apostles understood that Jesus was the name to use at baptism, and from the day that the church of God was established on the Day of Pentecost until the end of their ministry, they baptized all nations, (Jews- Acts 2:38-39, Samaritans- Acts 8:16 and Gentiles- Acts 19:5), in the singular name of Jesus, never in the titles of Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
 Holy Spirit

We believe that the Holy Spirit is active in the world today and that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is necessary for all New Testament believers.  The Holy Spirit provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right.  Speaking in other tongues as the Spirit of God gives utterance is the manifestation God has given as the definite, indisputable, and supernatural sign of the baptism of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:4, 10:45-46, 19:6).  This supernatural experience was prophesied by Joel (Joel 2:28-29), and Isaiah referred to it as the rest and the refreshing (Isaiah 28:11).  It was foretold by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:11), foretold by Jesus as a sign that would follow believers of the Gospel (Mark 16:17), and promised by Him to His disciples (John 14:26, 15:16).  The Holy Spirit is available to everyone (Acts 2:39).

Holy Living

After we are saved from sin, we are commanded, “Go, and sin no more”, (John 8:11).  We are commanded to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world (Titus 2:12), and warned that without holiness, no one shall see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14).  We must present ourselves as holy unto God (Romans 12:1), cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit (II Corinthians 7:1), and separate ourselves from all worldliness (James 4:4).  Holy living is living in a manner that does not entangle us in sinful behavior, nor unnecessarily identify us with the unsaved of the earth.  No one is able to live a holy life by their own power, but only through the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8).
Divine Healing

Throughout the ages, God has performed miraculous healings and still makes provision to heal individuals today.  Divine healing was purchased for us by the blood of Jesus Christ (Isaiah 53:5, Matthew 8:16-17, I Peter 2:24).  Jesus went everywhere healing those who were sick (Matthew 4:23-24), and He commanded His disciples to do the same (Matthew 10:8).  He said concerning those who believe the gospel, “They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover” (Mark 16:18).  Mighty healings and miracles followed the disciples wherever the gospel was preached.  There is no sickness or disease too hard for God.  Any of us, our children, or our friends can be healed by the power of God.  (James 5:14-15)

Second Coming of Christ

Jesus Christ is coming back to earth in bodily form, just as He went away (Acts 1:11).  He will catch away a holy people, who have accepted redemption through His blood, by birth of water and of the Spirit, and who are found faithful when He comes.  (I Thessalonians 4:16-17, Luke 17:36)

Resurrection

There will be a resurrection of all the dead, both just and unjust (John 5:28-29, Revelation 20:12-13).

Judgment

“It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment (Hebrews 9:27).  For this reason, there will be a resurrection for everyone.  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ;  that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (II Corinthians 5:10).  The eternal destiny of every soul shall be determined by a just God who knows the secrets of everyone’s heart (Matthew 25:32-34, 41, 46).

About Human Beings
People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in character.  People are the supreme object of God’s creation.  Although every person has tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God called “sin”.  This attitude separates people from God and causes many problems in life.  (Genesis 1:27, Psalm 8:3-6, Isaiah 53:6, 59:1-2, Romans 3:23).  Furthermore, people were created to exist forever.  We will either exist eternally separated from God by sin, or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation.  To be eternally separated from God is to reside in the real place of the Lake of Fire, and to be eternally with Christ is to reside in the real place of Heaven (John 3:16, 14:7, Romans 6:23, 8:17-18, I Corinthians 2:7-9, Revelation 20:15). 

Our Lifestyle Statement

What we practice

P________________________________of every believer  (I Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:5-6)
We practice the truth that every believer is a minster;  we encourage every member to find a place of service and ministry.  Every believer has direct access to God through prayer, Bible reading and the Holy Spirit.

U________________________________Biblical authority  (II Timothy 3:16)
We recognize God’s Word as the final authority for our lives.  Therefore, everything is judged in light of the Bible.  The Bible is our manual for living.  Our first question, when faced with a decision is “What does the Bible say?”  We practice daily Bible reading, Bible study, and Bible memorization.  The Bible is the basis for all we believe. 
R________________________________people with genuine love for others  (I Corinthians 13:4-7)

Everyone has to deal with unpleasant situations and circumstances at some time or another.  However, as Christians, we must always deal with others on the basis of love.  Even when we have to confront wrongs, correct ungodliness, instruct others, or admonish someone, it must always be done out of love alone (Colossians 3:14).  Unity will always be maintained in the church if our relationships are based on Christian love.

P________________________________Jesus Christ  (Acts 1:8)

We teach and practice that it is the responsibility of every Christian to share the Good News with those we come into contact with.  We practice personal sharing about Christ and inviting friends to church, special events, and our Home Friendship Groups.

O________________________________of the gifts through the infilling of God’s Spirit 
(I Corinthians 14:12)

The gifts of the Spirit are always to be used to edify or build up the body of Christ.  When you edify, then you give spiritual instruction that will bring spiritual growth and improvement.  The gifts are never to be used to tear down or bring division in the church.

S________________________________and set free  (John 8:36)
“If the son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed “ (KJV).

E________________________________others to pursue a Spirit-led life  
(Romans 8:1, 14, Galatians 5:16, Ephesians 5:18)

The only way possible to live the Christian life is by God’s power within us.  So we seek to practice a daily dependence on God’s Spirit to enable us to do what is right.

Our Salvation

What God has done for us

Galatians 3:26-28

“For now we are all children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and we who have been baptized into union with Christ are enveloped by Him.  We are no longer Jews or Gentiles, or slaves or free men, or even merely men or women, but we are all the same—we are Christians;  we are one in Jesus Christ”.  (TLB)

This says that when you become a believer and you become a part of God’s family, in God’s eyes all of the distinctions are wiped out.  The church is a united family.  There is no place for discrimination.  It says we are all the same in God’s eyes;  we’re all equally valuable to Him in the family of God.

What makes us a part of that family?

What does it mean to be a Christian?
Most people live their entire lives without ever knowing “WHY?”  They exist year after year with no idea of why they live or God’s purpose for their lives.  The most basic question a person can ask is, “What is the meaning of life?”

Everyone wants to be happy.  People try many ways:
· Acquiring possessions

· Experiencing pleasure

· Gaining prestige and power

But real happiness comes from understanding my ____________________.

Why am I here?
1.  God made me to ____________________ me!

God says, “I have loved you with an everlasting love!”  Jeremiah 31:3
Ephesians 1:4-5 - even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.  5 He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, (RSV)

2.  We were created to ___________________ a personal relationship with God and to all of the rest of God’s creation!  This makes us special!

Genesis 1:27-28 - So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.  28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. (KJV)

1 Timothy 6:17 - Tell those who are rich not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which will soon be gone, but their pride and trust should be in the living God who always richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. (TLB)
John 10:10 - The thief 's purpose is to steal, kill and destroy. My purpose is to give life in all its fullness. (TLB)

3.  When we know and love God, and live in __________________ with His purpose for our lives, it produces tremendous benefits in our lives:

	PRIVATE Clear Conscience
Romans 8:1
	Life & Peace
Romans 8:6
	Help with Weakness
Romans 8:26



	Purpose
Romans 8:28
	Confidence
Romans 8:31
	Security
Romans 8:39



	Power & Strength
Philippians 4:13
	Fulfillment
Philippians 4:19
	Freedom
John 8:32,36


What’s the problem?
Man has a natural desire to _______________________ and to ignore God’s principles for living.

·  “Look out for #1.  Do your own thing.”

· “If it feels good, do it—regardless of what God says about it.”

· “It’s my life and I’ll do what I please!”
The Bible calls this attitude ______________________.

Isaiah 53:6 - We-- every one of us-- have strayed away like sheep! We, who left God's paths to follow our own. Yet God laid on him the guilt and sins of every one of us! (TLB)

I John 1:8 - If we say that we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and refusing to accept the truth. (TLB)
Sin breaks our close relationship with God.  It causes us to fear God and try to live our lives outside of His will and purposes.
Isaiah 59:2 - But the trouble is that your sins have cut you off from God. Because of sin he has turned his face away from you and will not listen anymore. (TLB)
Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; (KJV)

When our relationship to God is not right, it causes PROBLEMS in every area of our lives (marriage, career, relationships, finances, etc…)
When people have problems, they often try many different ways of coping before turning to God.

Proverbs 16:25 - There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. (NIV)

Even when we know that our deepest need is God, we often try wrong ways of getting to know Him:

•
“My mother was a Christian so...”


•
“It doesn’t matter what you believe,  just be sincere.”


•
“I’ll give up all my bad habits.”


•
“I’ll work real hard and earn it.”


•
“I’ll be religious and go to church.”

What’s the solution?
John 14:6 - Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)
1 Timothy 3:16 - And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. (KJV)

God Himself came to earth as a human being to bring us back to Himself.  If any other way would have worked, He would not have had to come.  The Way is a Person!

Jesus has already taken care of the sin problem by giving his life on the cross.  What a bull or goat could not do through the Old Testament sacrifices, Jesus was able to accomplish because He was a perfect and sinless sacrifice.  All we have to do is avail ourselves to this precious blood.  We do this by receiving the wonderful gift of salvation.
Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (KJV)

God did this for us because He loves us and wants us to know Him.
Romans 5:8 - But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (KJV)
1 Timothy 2:5-6 - For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. (KJV)

God has already done His part to restore our relationship to Him.  He took the initiative.  Now He waits for each of us to individually do our part and receive the salvation He so freely offers us.
What does God want me to do?
1.  ______________________________ and ______________________________ of your sins.

True repentance includes:
· A changing of one’s ​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________.

· ______________________________ of one’s mouth and heart.

· A changing of one’s ______________________________.
Acts 26:20 - But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. (KJV)

I John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (KJV)

Acts 3:19 - Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; (KJV)

2.  Take on the saving name of Christ through ______________________________in His name.

Acts 4:12 - Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. (KJV)
Acts 2:38 - Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

Acts 19:5 - When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. (KJV)
Obedience to Christ’s command to repent and be baptized in His name, will then lead you to the greatest relationship experience of all.

3.  Receiving Christ’s ______________________________.  This is called the Holy Spirit or Holy ______________________________.

The Bible gives us much teaching about receiving the Holy Spirit.  There are numerous things we learn.  For instance:
A.  The initial evidence of the Holy Ghost is speaking in ___________________. 

Acts 2:4  “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (KJV)
Acts 10:44-46  “Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those listening!  The Jews who came with Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit would be given to Gentiles too!  But there could be no doubt about it, for they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God… (TLB)

Acts 19:6 - And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. (KJV)

The New Testament salvation message was preached by Peter on the Day of Pentecost.  After preaching about Christ, the hearers were convicted of their sins and asked Peter and the rest of the Apostles what they needed to do to be saved.  Peter’s reply is found in Acts 2:38.
Acts 2:38 - Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

B.  When we receive the Holy Spirit, we receive __________________. 
Luke 24:49 - And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. (KJV)
Acts 1:8 - But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (KJV)
C.  Only if we have the Holy Ghost will our bodies be _______________ from the dead. 

Romans 8:11 - And if the Spirit of God, who raised up Jesus from the dead, lives in you, he will make your dying bodies live again after you die, by means of this same Holy Spirit living within you. (TLB)

D.  You can’t really call Christ _________________ without the Holy Ghost. 
1 Corinthians 12:3 - Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

E.  God’s plan for you and I is that we have the Holy _______________. 
Colossians 1:26 - He has kept this secret for centuries and generations past, but now at last it has pleased him to tell it to those who love him and live for him, and the riches and glory of his plan are for you Gentiles, too.  And this is the secret: Christ in your hearts is your only hope of glory. (TLB)

God’s salvation is free.  Don’t try to earn it.  You will never get good enough to deserve it.
Ephesians 2:8-9 - For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV)

However, this does not mean that works are invalid.  What better way could you demonstrate faith than by your works.  Works are evidence of your faith.  Our faith in Christ is demonstrated by our obedient works.
James 2

14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?  17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?  21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?  22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?  24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.  26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. (KJV)

Revelation 3:20 - Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. (KJV)

The Lord is waiting for us to perform the work of opening the door, which is done through repentance and baptism, so he can come into our lives through the Holy Spirit.
Why should I be baptized?
1.  To follow the example set by ______________________.

Mark 1:9 - And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. (KJV)

2.  Because Christ _______________________ it.

Matthew 28:19 - Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: (KJV)

The disciples fulfilled this command throughout the book of Acts. (See Acts 2:38, 8:16, 10:48, 19:5)

3.  It is a natural next step for a true ____________________.
Acts 18:8 - And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. (KJV)

What is the purpose of baptism?
1.  It is the way we get our sins ________________ away.
Acts 22:16 - And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. (KJV)

2.  It is a type of Christ’s _________________ and burial.
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 - 
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: (KJV)

Romans 6:4-5 - Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: (KJV)

3.  It illustrates my _______________________ as a Christian.
II Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)

Why be baptized by immersion?
1.  Because  _____________________ was baptized that way.
Matthew 3:16 - And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: (KJV)
2.  Every baptism in the _____________________ was by immersion.
Acts 8:38-39 - And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  39 And when they were come up out of the water…(KJV)

3.  The word “baptize” means to __________________ in water.
The Greek word baptizo means “to immerse or dip under water”.

The founders of denominations agree:

Martin Luther...“I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as the word imports and the mystery signifies.”

John Calvin...“The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse.  It is certain that immersion was the practice of the ancient church.”

John Wesley...“Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the custom of the first church.”

Why be baptized in the name of Jesus?
1.  It is the way the _______________ Pentecostals were baptized.
Acts 2:38, 41 - Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. (KJV)

2.  It is the way the ____________________ were baptized.
Acts 8:16 - (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) (KJV)
3.  It is the way the __________________ were baptized.
Acts 10:48 - And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. (KJV)

4.  It is the way the disciples of _______________ were rebaptized.
Acts 19:5 - When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. (KJV)

Who should be baptized?
1.  Every person who has ________________ and __________________ of their sins.
Acts 8:12, 13 - But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. (KJV)

Acts 2:38 - Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

 At Abundant Life, we wait until our children are old enough to believe, repent and understand the true meaning of baptism before we baptize them.
Some churches practice a “baptism of confirmation” for children.  This ceremony is intended to be a covenant between the parents and God on the behalf of the child.  Since there is no Biblical basis for this practice, we at First Pentecostal don’t practice “infant baptism.”  However, we do practice the “Dedication of Children” unto the Lord.  This practice is demonstrated in I Samuel 1.  In this ceremony, the parents promise to raise their child in the faith and instruction of the Lord, and a dedicatory prayer is prayed over the child.  This practice brings a promise with it.

Proverbs 22:6 - Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. (KJV)

Dedication of children is different from the baptism talked about in the Bible which was only for those old enough to believe, understand and repent.

At Abundant Life, it is our desire that every member be baptized the Bible way, even though many of us were “baptized” or “dedicated” as children.
When should I be baptized?
As soon as you have repented and believed!

Acts 2:41 tells us that the 3000 that had repented and believed were baptized the very same day.

Acts 8:35-37 - Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.  36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.  And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. (KJV)

There is no reason to delay.  As soon as you have decided to put your faith in Christ and repent of your sins, you can and should be baptized.  If you wait until you are “perfect”, you’ll never feel “good enough”!

The Abundant Life Structure

When and where we fulfill our purpose
1 Corinthians 14:33, 40 - For God is not a God of disorder but of peace … 40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way. (NIV)

PRIVATE How Our Church Is Structured

The structure of the church should not be determined by culture, business practices, or even denominational traditions.  The nature of the church determines its structure.

PRIVATE 1.  The Church is a __________________________ .
Acts 2:42 - They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. (NIV)

A top priority in a fellowship is ______________________ and _________________________.
Ephesians 4:3 - Try always to be led along together by the Holy Spirit and so be at peace with one another. (TLB)

Romans 14:19 - Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. (NIV)

Colossians 3:15 - Let the peace of God … be always present in your hearts and lives, for this is your responsibility and privilege as members of his body. And always be thankful. (TLB)

(Psalm 133:1, Proverbs 17:14, John 13:34-35, Romans 12:16-18, 15:5-6, 1 Corinthians 1:10, 14:33, 2 Corinthians 13:11, Philippians 1:27, 2:1-3, 4:2, Colossians 2:2, 3:13-14, 2 Tim. 2:14, 23, 1 Peter 3:8) 

Implication:  A good structure promotes unity and downplays _______________________.
1 Corinthians 11:17-18 - In the following … I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good.  18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. (NIV)
2.  The Church is a _______________________________.
1 Peter 3:8 - You should be like one big happy family, full of sympathy toward each other, loving one another with tender hearts and humble minds. (TLB)
Galatians 6:10 - That's why whenever we can we should always be kind to everyone, and especially to our Christian brothers. (TLB)

So we operate on the basis of
_________________________ not ___________________________.

1 Timothy 5:1-2 - Never speak sharply to an older man, but plead with him respectfully just as though he were your own father.  Talk to the younger men as you would to much-loved brothers.  2 Treat the older women as mothers, and the girls as your sisters. (TLB)
1 Timothy 3:2, 4-5 - For a pastor … 4 must have a well-behaved family, with children who obey quickly and quietly.  5 For if a man can't make his own little family behave, how can he help the whole church? (TLB)

PRIVATE 3.  The Church is a _______________________________. 
(Ephesians 1:22-23, 5:23, Colossians 1:18, 2:19)

We are a body — not a business!

We are an organism — not an organization!
Therefore, we function on the basis of _____________________ not ________________________.

Romans 12:4-5 - Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. (NIV)
Many churches view themselves as organizations; therefore their focus often becomes maintenance.  However, if a church views itself as a living, thriving and growing organism, the focus usually remains health, growth and ministry.
At Abundant Life we have a simple structure so we can maximize _____________________ and minimize ___________________________.

Ephesians 4:11-12 - 
It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up. (NIV)
Our Structure

•
The people are the ___________________________.
•
The pastors are the ___________________________.

Currently there are many different ministries in our church begun and operated by members.

PRIVATE 4.  The Church is a _______________________________. (Matthew 25:33, 26:31, John 10:1-30)

(Jesus’ favorite description of the church)
Therefore, it is cared for and led by ______________________________.

John 21:16 - … Jesus said, "Simon … do you truly love me?"  He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." (NIV)

1 Peter 5:1-2 - To the elders among you … 2 Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers … not greedy for money, but eager to serve; (NIV)
Acts 20:17-18 – (Paul)… sent a message to the elders of the church at Ephesus asking them to come down to the boat to meet him.  18 When they arrived he told them … Be sure that you feed and shepherd God's flock-- his church, purchased with his blood-- for the Holy Spirit is holding you responsible as overseers. (TLB)

1 Timothy 5:17 - Pastors who do their work well should be paid well and should be highly appreciated, especially those who work hard at both preaching and teaching. (TLB)
Titus 1:5-9 - … I asked you to appoint pastors in every city who would follow the instructions I gave you.  6 The men you choose must be well thought of for their good lives; they must have only one wife and their children must love the Lord and not have a reputation for being wild or disobedient to their parents.  7 These pastors must be men of blameless lives because they are God's ministers.  They must not be proud or impatient; they must not be drunkards or fighters or greedy for money.  8 They must enjoy having guests in their homes and must love all that is good.  They must be sensible men, and fair.  They must be clean minded and level headed.  9 Their belief in the truth that they have been taught must be strong and steadfast so that they will be able to teach it to others and show those who disagree with them where they are wrong. (TLB)

Our Affiliation

We are a member of the United Pentecostal Church International.  It is the largest oneness apostolic organization in the world, and is experiencing great growth.  UPCI has missionaries in every part of the world.  We support many of those missionaries, as well as various projects sponsored by the UPCI.  Someone may ask, “Why not just be an independent church?”

As a matter of fact, we are an independent church!  Every UPC church is completely independent.  There is no denominational control or hierarchy, as there are in most other denominations.  Each church is self-governed and determines its own affairs.
For example Abundant Life Church:


•
chooses its own pastor.


•
owns its own buildings and assets.


•
determines its own programs.

So, what are the reasons for affiliating with an organization like the UPC?

1.  It allows us to identify with other Christians around the world who are known for their commitment to the Bible.  The Bible is our only authority, and if it is in the Bible, we believe and practice it. 

2.  It allows our church to participate in the largest oneness apostolic missionary organization in the world.

To learn more about what  “Apostolic Pentecostals” believe,  go to www.upci.org.

To hear sermons at Abundant Life Church or to check for more information about our church including special events and schedule of activities, go to www.alc1.org
 

What it means to be a member
The difference between “attendees” and “members” is: _____________________________.

At Abundant Life we recognize the need for a formal membership.  We ask you to commit to membership for four reasons:

PRIVATE 1.  A Biblical Reason:  Christ is committed to the church
Ephesians 5:25 - Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; (KJV)

Acts 20:28 - And now beware! Be sure that you feed and shepherd God's flock-- his church, purchased with his blood-- for the Holy Spirit is holding you responsible as overseers. (TLB)

PRIVATE 2.  A Cultural Reason:  It is an antidote to our society
Today, commitment is on the decline.  People are refusing to be committed to anything, be it a job, family, marriage or our country.  This attitude has produced a generation of “shopping mall Christians”.  Many have bought into the idea of a “consumer religion.”  However, commitment is still one of the most unselfish decisions you can make.  Commitment not only builds character, it puts it on display for others to admire.

PRIVATE 3.  A Practical Reason:  It defines who can be counted on
Every team must have players.  Every school must have a student body.  Every business has employees.  Every army has soldiers.  Membership identifies our family, and who we belong to.

PRIVATE 4.  A Personal Reason:  It produces spiritual growth
The New Testament places a major emphasis on the need for Christians to be accountable to each other for spiritual growth.  You cannot be accountable when you’re not committed to any specific church family.

What is expected of me as a member?

At Abundant Life we never ask our members to do more than the Bible teaches.  We only expect our members to do what the Bible expects every Christian to do.  These responsibilities are spelled out in the Membership Covenant.
The Abundant Life Membership Covenant
“Having repented of my sins and baptized in Jesus Name, I will strive to be filled and led by the Holy Ghost. Being in agreement with the leadership and vision of Abundant Life Church, I commit myself to God and the other members to do the following:”

PRIVATE 1.   I will protect the unity of my church by:

· acting in love toward other members.

· refusing to gossip.

· following the leadership of the church.

Romans 15:5 - May God who gives patience, steadiness, and encouragement help you to live in complete harmony with each other-- each with the attitude of Christ toward the other. (TLB)

1 Peter 1:22 - Now you can have real love for everyone because your souls have been cleansed … so see to it that you really do love each other warmly, with all your hearts. (TLB)

Ephesians 4:29 - Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs … (NIV)

Hebrews 13:17 - Obey your spiritual leaders and be willing to do what they say.  For their work is to watch over your souls, and God will judge them on how well they do this.  Give them reason to report joyfully about you to the Lord and not with sorrow, for then you will suffer for it too. (TLB)

PRIVATE 2.  I will share the responsibility of my church by:

· praying for its growth.

· inviting the unchurched to attend.

· warmly welcoming those who visit.

I Thessalonians 1:2 - We always thank God for you and pray for you constantly. (TLB)

Luke 14:23 - And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. (KJV)

Romans 15:7 - So warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you; then God will be glorified. (TLB)

3.  I will serve the ministry of my church by:
· discovering my gifts and talents.

· being equipped to serve by my pastors.

· developing a servant’s heart.

1 Peter 4:10 - God has given each of you some special abilities; be sure to use them to help each other, passing on to others God's many kinds of blessings. (TLB)

Ephesians 4:11-12 - It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up (NIV)

Philippians 2:3-4, 7 - Don't be selfish … Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourself.  4 Don't just think about your own affairs, but be interested in others, too … (TLB)

PRIVATE 4.  I will support the testimony of my church by:

· attending faithfully.

· living a godly life.

· giving regularly and consistently.

Hebrews 10:25 - Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching. (NIV)
Philippians 1:27 - Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. (NIV)
1 Corinthians 16:2 - On every Lord's Day each of you should put aside something from what you have earned during the week, and use it for this offering. 

Leviticus 27:30 - "A tenth of the produce of the land … is the Lord's, and is holy. (TLB)

What now?

Find Your Ministry
Let’s Grow Together!




Discipleship 101
SUPPORT Ministries

Hospitality
· Greeters
· Card ministry
· Info/visitors center
· Ushers
Church building
· Grounds keeping
· Custodial maintenance
· Door keeping Choir
· Book/Resource Center
· Kitchen
· Drama
Discipleship 201
SERVICE Ministries

Sound/Media 
· Sound Sound/Media technicians 
· Videographers 
· Audio 
Department Assistants
· Assists department leadership in functions of the department 
Evangelism 
· Nursery workers 
· Deaf ministry 
Discipleship 301
SELECTED Ministries
· Altar workers
· Musicians/Praise singers
· Worship song leaders
· Sunday School/Power Hour teachers
· Home Bible Study teachers
· Prayer coordinators
· Special Service Programmer

· Home Fellowship Group host/hostess

· Family Bible Study Teachers

ALC Pastoral Team
We are here to help you find your ministry.

Lead Pastor
  Rev. Richard & Elizabeth Kielley
Assistant Pastor 
  Rev. Michael & Donna Kielley
Assistant Pastor
  Rev. JoeDon & Sarah Calhoun
Assistant to the Pastor
  Rev. Steve & Lisa Kielley
1Timothy 3:1-7

1 This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; 5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) 

     6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

We Would Like To Get To Know You
Date _____________________________

Name ________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone (       ) _______-____________ 

Cell Phone (       ) ________- ___________

Email address ________________________________

Sex
(M/F)

Date of Birth
    /
  /


o Single
o Married
o Widowed
o Divorced

My Occupation is: ________________________________
Business ________________________________________________________________________

I have the following expertise ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
I have not been active in a church for

1 yr
5 yrs
10 yrs
Other 
I have been active in the following churches in the past:
______________________________________________________________________________
Yrs. Involved

Name of Church
Location
Member
Position of Service
How would you describe your relationship to Christ? _____________________________________
o Seeker/curious
o Agnostic
o  Have been filled with the Holy Ghost
o New Christian
o Committed Christian
o Have been baptized in Jesus Name
o I’ve been a Christian for a while, but I need to grow closer

Information of Family Members

Spouse’s name___________________________________
Date of Birth
   /         / 
Does your spouse attend Abundant Life Church? ____________________
Children:
First Name           Last Name                    Birthdate                 Lives with you?     Attends ALC?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

If you have taken this class through our Discipleship DVD Series or online please fill this portion out and turn it into the church office.  Also please sign the covenant of completion below.
 I ____________________________have completed Discovering Discipleship 101 at a time convenient for me to study and learn from the materials presented.  

Signature:_______________________________________

Date:___________________________________________

Thank you for Growing with us in the Lord.
Discipleship 101


Introduction to Our Church Family


Committing To Christ





Discipleship 201


Discovering My Gifts for Service Ministries 


Growing In Christ








Discipleship 301


Selected Ministry and Spiritual Growth


Serving Christ








Evangelism 401


Discovering My Outreach Mission


Sharing Christ
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